
The Culture of the Sixties

Disillusionment and Rebellion



• Think back to the culture clash of the ’20’s, 
then think about the ’20’s through the ’50’s. 
Who won?

– What was the role of women?

– How did immigration change? How were 
immigrants viewed?

– Did the teaching of evolution become accepted?



Post-WWII America

• Economic Boom

• Baby Boom

• GI Bill and Higher Education

• Consumerism skyrockets

• Corporations Dominate



The Fifties

Conformity

Unquestioning Loyalty

Unprecedented Prosperity



Disillusionment

• Beat movement “believed American society 
valued conformity over independence and 
financial gain over spiritual and social 
enhancement.”

Jack Kerouac



Disillusionment



Disillusionment



Disillusionment



Disillusionment’s Voice

• The Times They 
Are A-Changin’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7qQ6_RV4VQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0YLuFZcOe4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x0YLuFZcOe4


Responses to Disillusionment: Demand 
Change



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6yWZUv9QJA&index=4&list=PL7kVRptuht1P34sPoQf28zfDlAO_oUqa5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6yWZUv9QJA&index=4&list=PL7kVRptuht1P34sPoQf28zfDlAO_oUqa5


Responses to Disillusionment: Drop Out



1972 Presidential Election

• Youth mobilize to elect George McGovern, 
anti-war liberal



• What were the ‘60’s about?

– Dissatisfaction, liberation

• The ’60’s set off a new round of culture wars



Culture Wars: 1970’s-Today



Race

• What were the key successes of the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1950’s and ‘60’s?

• What were the failures?

• What form did the culture wars over race take 
in the 1970’s and beyond?



Busing to Integrate Schools

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTuwTyBu9Vw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iTuwTyBu9Vw


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIa-C7Q6QBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIa-C7Q6QBI






The Schools



What’s Taught in Schools?

• West Virginia 1974

• Texas today

http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/print/ExhibitHall/13
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2010/04/30/april-30-2010-texas-textbook-controversy/6187/


Immigration

• Discuss: What are the sides on the 
immigration debate? What are the arguments 
on each side?

• Vid Clips (start at 10:00 and 32:32)

• Culture Warrior Steven Colbert

http://www.pbs.org/latino-americans/en/watch-videos/#2365076202
http://www.cc.com/video-clips/puxqvp/the-colbert-report-fallback-position---migrant-worker-pt--2


Poll!

1. Are you in favor of amnesty for illegal immigrants?
2. Would you support a bill that:

– Secured the border
• Thousands of more border patrol agents
• Increased technology
• 700 more miles of wall

– Cracked down on employers hiring undocumented workers 
and made them prove their workers were documented

– Allowed undocumented immigrants an opportunity to 
become citizens
• 13 year process
• No criminal history
• Pay fines, fees, and back income taxes



Women and the Family

• The ’50’s

• Today
– What has changed? Why?

• The Feminist Movement
– Read Primary Source, p. 915

– Equal Pay Act passed 1963

– Equal Rights Amendment fails to be ratified

– Roe v. Wade, 1973: state laws restricting abortions 
violate a woman’s right to privacy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0SiwgMgBLgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aogZUDx51vQ


Women and the Family

• 1950’s: 17% of mothers with children worked 
outside the home

• 1990’s: 67% of mothers with children worked 
outside the home

• Today

– As many women as men in work force

– 25% of American children will have at least 2 
cohabitating father figures by the age of 15



Culture Wars still being fought in Court 
Today

• http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-
supreme-court-year-ahead-20151229-
story.html

http://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-supreme-court-year-ahead-20151229-story.html


Technology 

• Discuss: Are 
we more 
“connected?”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPpzj4PjNjU



